
Carlsbad Caverns History:
A Beginning Bibliography

Albright, Horace (As told to Robert Cahn). The Birth of the National Park Service: The
Founding Years, 1913- 1933, 1985.  Albright, the 2nd Director of the National Park Service
(1/29-8/33), was one of the original National Park Service” founding fathers" who charted the
earliest directions of the National Park Service, even before its creation in 1916.  An able
lieutenant to 1st Director Mather, Albright proved to be a dynamic leader and strong National
Park Service advocate when he succeeded Mather.  Albright left the National Park Service in
1933, becoming a potash company executive in Carlsbad.  He was a frequent visitor to the
caverns.

Beck Warren A., and Haase, Ynez, Historical Atlas of New Mexico, 1969.  Great aid for
geographically locating events in New Mexico history.

Clawson, Kevin-A Bibliographical Outline of Historical Topics, 1986.   A list of historical topics
by a former employee.

Cordillera Group, A CR-ROM Guide to Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe Mountains National
Parks

Everhart, William C.  The National Park Service, 1972.  Good overview of the service; written
with clarity.

Hoff, Bob  Making the Cave Accessible, 1923 - 1925-documents some of the early efforts to
"modernize" the cave for visitor use.

Hoff, Bob--History Leads and Resources, (1992 - 1997)--Historical information newsletter
issued periodically on a variety of subjects.

Hoff, Bob-- History Leads and Resources
 Selected topics:

“Cavern Buildings History”   Nov 4, 1992
“Ranger Leslie Thompson and his January 1939 Elevator Fall”   Nov 4, 1992
“The Takeover of Carlsbad Caverns, July 10, 1979"   Dec 2, 1992
“Park Land Acquisition,”    Feb 13, 1993
“Cave Inscriptions,”   Jan 19, 1993
“Interview with Jim White, Jr.,”    Sept 2, 1994
“Lantern History,”   Feb 28, 1995
"Project Gnome" and "Civil Defense Project at the Caverns:" A Comparison   April 11,



1945
The Skeletons in our Closet” by Jeff Denny   June 7, 1995
“Jim White's Immediate Family Genealogy”   July 10, 1995
“Devil Spring and the Water Pipe, 1928"   Sept 20, 1995
“The Eternal Kiss and Frustrated Lover Stories”  October 31, 1995
“Area Historical Chronology” by Volunteer in the Park volunteer Jim Matthews   Feb 28,

1996
“Climbing to the Ceiling in Carlsbad Caverns”   June 13, 1996
“History Leads and Resources Topic Inventory: 1992 - 1996)   by Volunteer in the Park

volunteer Marilyn Holmes   August 2, 1996
“1927 Cavern Guide Book” by Blanche Grant (a review),  August 21, 1996

Hufsteler, Mark and Johnson, Lon, Watering the Land:  The Turbulent History of the Carlsbad
Irrigation District, 1993

Kaufman, Polly Welts, National Parks and the Woman's Voice, 1996.  Must reading for anyone
wanting to know more about women’s contributions.

Lee, Dana, Diary, 1924.  Lee was the 19-year old son of Willis T. Lee, the geologist who was the
Custodian of the national monument and the leader of the 1924 expedition.  Electronic copy
available on request.

Lee, Willis T., articles from National Geographic Magazine: A Visit to Carlsbad Caverns and
Fantastic Plants of Our Western Deserts, January 1924, pp. 1-40, and New Discoveries in
Carlsbad Caverns, September 1925, pp. 301-320.   Electronic copies available on request.

Lee, Willis, Unpublished Manuscript, Museum Collection

Livingston, Carl, Other Men’s Bones, New Mexico Magazine, January 1934.  See also Through
the Carlsbad Cavern with Jim White (1925)

Long, Abijah and John N., The Big Cave, 1956.

MacVaugh, Fred, Preserving the Underground:  The Creation of Carlsbad Caverns National
Park, 1920 - 1930, Master's Thesis in progress, University of Texas at El Paso

Marshall, Terry, Carlsbad, 1998  By local author, book has a good overview of the area, a
chronology, and beautiful photographs.

Murphy, Dan, New Mexico: The Distant Land, 1985.  Dan Murphy, now a retired National Park
Service employee, was and is a great interpreter and writer.

Nymeyer, Robert and Halliday, William R., Carlsbad Caverns  The Early Years-A Photographic
History of the Cave and Its People.   This is an excellent book with chapters on Jim White,
Abijah Long, Ray V. Davis and George Adams, Willis T. Lee, Tom Boles and Russell Neville,
and Frank Ernest Nicholson.  Great photographs.  No footnotes or index.



Nymeyer, Robert, Carlsbad, Caves, and a Camera

Perrigo, Lynn I, The American Southwest:  Its Peoples and Cultures, 1971.  A popular New
Mexican historian writes engagingly about the diversity of the people in the history of the
Southwest, their setbacks, and their achievements.

Rothman, Hal K. and Research Assistant Daniel J. Holder, Promise Beheld and the Limits of
Place: A Historic Resource Study of Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe Mountains National
Parks and the Surrounding Area.   Not published yet, 3/99

Rothman, Hal K.,  America's National Monuments: The Politics of Preservation, 1989.  See
references to Carlsbad Caverns.

Runte, Alfred, National Parks: The American Experience, 1987  Acclaimed overview of the
National Park Service.

Sellars, Richard, Preserving Nature in the National Parks, 1997

Shankland, Robert, Steve Mather of the National Parks, 1951.  This biography of the first
Director of the National Park Service traces the roots of the National Park Service, its early
years, and its frequent obstacles.  Mather is revealed as a tireless advocate of the parks, whose
workload eventually seriously impacts on his health.

Simmons, Marc, New Mexico: An Interpretive History, 1988.

Standiford, Donald R., The Development of the Cavern Trail System and Other Visitor Facilities
in Carlsbad Caverns, August 1964.

Tilden, Freeman, The National Parks, 1951.  Tilden, the author of the still valuable 1957
interpretation classic, Interpreting Our Heritage, dedicated The National Parks "to the
Interpreters of the National Park Service, steadfast in their efforts to reveal the truths that lie
behind the appearances."  See Tilden's entry on Carlsbad Caverns.

Texas State Historical Association (1996), The New Handbook of Texas

Ward, Geoffrey, The West: An Illustrated History, 1996  The photographs may grab your
attention.

Weber, David J. (Editor), Foreigners in Their Native Land: Historical Roots of the Mexican
Americans, 1973.  An excellent anthology of primary sources  dealing with Hispanic and Anglo
perspectives on issues of life and death, equality and freedom, cooperation and conflict from the
1500s - 1900s.   These “first-person” anthology selections take you right into the minds of the
included historical figures.

White, James Larkin, Jim White's Own Story of Carlsbad Caverns, originally published in 1932.


